
Horse industry ponies up for political campaigns
Horse-related interests contribute $8.7 million since 1989, group says
Reporter James R. Carroll, The Courier-Journal can be reached at (202) 906-8141.

WASHINGTON — America’s horse industry has contributed more than $8.7 million to state 
and federal campaigns and political parties since 1989, according to an analysis by the 
nonpartisan Sunlight Foundation.

Equine-related interests also have spent $2.2 million lobbying in Washington, the foundation 
said.

Political action committees connected to the Lexington, Ky.-based National Thoroughbred 
Racing Association and the American Horse Council, as well as horse breeders and owners, 
contributed to both parties, including the current president of the United States and his 
predecessor.

The analysis did not include contributions from the nation’s racetracks, including Churchill 
Downs, its other tracks and Lexington’s Keeneland, because Sunlight considered the tracks 
as parts of the gaming and casino industry.

Sunlight’s study was timed to coincide with a high level of public interest this time of year in 
horse racing’s premier events, including the Kentucky Oaks and Derby races in Louisville.

“We’re giving a little seasonal flair to our usual mission of tracking money in politics,” said 
Kathy Kiely, managing editor of Sunlight’s Reporting Group.

There is nothing necessarily wrong with the horse industry’s contributions, she said, but 
people may not be aware of its clout off the track.

Sunlight’s Influence Explorer collected the contribution data from reports on file with the 
Federal Election Commission and information stored at the National Institute on Money in 
State Politics.

The horse industry’s donations have been bipartisan over the years, which Kiely said shows 
that people who know horses “are the best oddsmakers, because they’re the ones who hedge 
their bets.”

Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., has collected more than $130,000 from the 
industry, making him the top recipient. Former President George W. Bush was second, with 
$129,000, and President Barack Obama is fourth at $72,000.

McConnell, then-Sen. Jim Bunning, R-Ky., and then-Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark., sponsored 
the Equine Equity Act, part of which was incorporated into the 2008 farm bill. The lawmakers 
successfully changed the depreciation for racehorses to a three-year period.
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